
6.  Open Space, Parks, and Recreation 

Public Draft Background Report  |  March 2019 Page 6-1 

Chapter Contents 

6.1 Open Space Classifications ................................................................ 6-2 

6.2 Open Space and Preservation ............................................................ 6-4 

6.3 Parks and Recreation Facilities .......................................................... 6-7 

6.4 References ........................................................................................... 6-18 

 

The Open Space, Parks, and Recreation chapter identifies open space 
classifications and existing open space, parks, recreation facilities, and 
access conditions in Los Gatos.  These resources are described in three 
sections:  Open Space Classifications; Open Space and Preservation; and 
Parks and Recreational Facilities.  Information in this section informs the 
designation of additional open space and recreation area and resources in 
the future if needed. 
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Key Terms 

Heritage Tree.  A single tree considered irreplaceable due to its size, age, 
rarity, and/or ecological and historical value. 

Open Space.  Land in a predominantly natural state or altered for natural 
resources-based uses (i.e., farming) and may include, but is not limited to, 
riparian habitat, agricultural lands, grassland and upland habitat, wetlands, 
and agricultural buffers.   

Park.  An open area that offers recreational and green space for 
residential and visitor use.  May also be called an urban or municipal park 
if within jurisdictional limits; or a public park if publicly owned. 

Recreational Facility .  Indoor or outdoor parks, buildings, sites, or other 
facilities which are dedicated to recreation purposes and administered by 
public or private nonprofit agencies to serve the recreation needs of 
community residents. 

Scenery.  The general appearance of a place or landscape, or the features 
of a landscape.   

Scenic Resource.  A key observer viewpoint representative of a range of 
visual resources.  The visual condition varies by location and is dependent 
on natural features such as geology, vegetation, landforms, and human 
developments. 

6.1 Open Space Classifications 

This section identifies open space classifications in the Los Gatos 
Planning Area.   

Existing Conditions 
The California Government Code requires that general plans identify and 
address six types of open space.  These areas and facilities enhance the 
character of a Town and preserve critical natural resources, helping to 
create a unique and pleasant atmosphere for residents and visitors.  Open 
space classifications are as follows: 

Open space for preservation of natural resources .  Plant and animal 
habitat, rivers, streams, lakes, banks, watersheds, and areas necessary for 
ecological and other scientific study purposes. 

Open space used for the managed production of resources .  Agricultural 
land and rangeland, forest, timberland, and mineral resource production 
areas. 

Open space for outdoor recreation and scenic resources .  Areas of 
outstanding historic, cultural, and scenic value, parks and recreation areas, 
scenic corridors, and trails and links between open space areas. 

Open space for public health and safety .  Areas requiring special 
management due to risks of natural hazards (i.e.  steep slopes or 
flooding). 

Open space in support of the mission of military installations .  Areas 
associated with military bases. 

Open space for the protection of Native American sacred sites .  Local 
tribal lands and Native American cultural sites. 

Figure 6.1-1 shows the existing open space areas, as well as, parks, and 
recreation facilities within the Los Gatos Planning Area.   
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Figure 6.1-1: Open Space Parks and Recreational Facilities 
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6.2 Open Space and Preservation 

This section describes open spaces and preserves in the Town of Los 
Gatos Planning Area and applicable regulations. 

Major Findings 

Á The Town contains four open space preserves totaling 3,020 
`bqdr+ svn ne vghbg `qd nodq`sdc ax sgd SnvmƤr O`qjr `mc Otakhb 
Works Department and two of which are operated by the 
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District. 

Á Sgd SnvmƤr Hillside Development Standards and Guidelines 
ensure that open space areas on hillsides are preserved to the 
greatest extent possible. 

Á The Town General Plan includes several policies to protect and 
preserve open space, wildlife corridors, plant and wildlife habitat, 
and maintain accessible open space land and trails. 

Existing Conditions 
Nodm ro`bd `qd`r `mc oqdrdqudr vhsghm Knr F`snr oqnsdbs sgd `qd`Ƥr 
natural beauty and local sense of geographic identity associated with its 
location in and adjacent to the foothills of the Santa Cruz Mountains.   
These systems contribute to a regional system of hiking, biking, and 
equestrian trails.  The Town of Los Gatos includes four open space areas, 
all of which are publicly-owned and operated.  Together, they total 
approximately 3,020 acres of wildlife and plant habitat.  Two open space 
areas, Santa Rosa Open Space and Heintz Open Space, are located on 
Town-owned land and are maintained by the Parks and Public Works 
Department (PPW).  They are located adjacent to each other on the 
eastern side of Town and are partially connected by trails.  Together, they 
constitute 207 acres.  The other two open spaces, St. InrdogƤr Ghkk Nodm 
Space Preserve and the Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve, are owned and 
operated by the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (MROSD).  
They are not under the jurisdiction of the Town, but are managed by the 
MROSD, and are located on the southern border of Town.  All four open 
space parks are open for low-intensity recreational and environmental 
educational use by the entire community.  Their locations are shown on 
Figure 6.2-1. 

Heintz Open Space 

The Heintz Open Space encompasses almost 90 acres and includes Vista, 
Valley, and Sky Trails with scenic views.  These are open for hiking, biking 
and equestrian use.  It is predominated by grasslands and oak woodlands.  
The open space is named after previous owners Ralph and Sophie Heintz.  
Ralph Heintz was an inventor who left the property to the University of 
California for ophthalmic research, part of which was later given to the 
Town as open space. 

Santa Rosa Open Space 

Santa Rosa Open Space is 119 acres on the east side of the Town of Los 
Gatos next to Heintz Open Space.  It nearly entirely surrounds Belgatos 
Park.  Ridge Trail and Santa Rosa Trail are open for hiking, biking, and 
equestrian use and connect to adjacent trails. 

St. InrdogƤr Ghkk Nodm Ro`bd 

St. Joseph's Hill Open Space Preserve is a 179-acre open space on the 
southwestern side of Town, north of Lexington Reservoir.  It contains 
approximately 2.6 miles of public hiking, biking, equestrian, and dog 
walking trails.  The open space provides a quick escape from nearby 
urban areas.  Steep trails wind through grassland, chaparral, and oak 
woodland, offering an interesting variety of environments.  It is dominated 
by St. InrdogƤr Ghkk+ which features panoramic views of Santa Clara Valley, 
Lexington Reservoir, El Sereno, and the Sierra Azul mountain range and 
reaches 1,253 feet.  St. InrdogƤr Ghkk v`r otqbg`rdc ax sgd Snvm ne Knr 
Gatos and the MROSD in 1982 but is now managed solely by MROSD.   

Sierra Azul Open Space 

Sierra Azul Open Space preserve is on the southern border of Town to the 
east of Lexington Reservoir.  It is, by far, the largest open space system in 
Town, spanning over 18,000 acres southward, with approximately 2,634 
acres within the Los Gatos Planning Area.  Sghr hr LQNRCƤr k`qfdrs `mc 
southernmost preserve.  It includes one of the highest peaks in the Santa 
Cruz Mountains, Mount Umunhum at 3,489 feet, and provides hiking, 
biking, equestrian, and dog walking tails with limited access.  The Sierra 
Azul is home to a variety of wildlife, including bobcats, coyotes, mountain 
lions, and deer.  It also includes a range of environments, from serpentine 
grasslands to chaparral, bay tree and oak woodlands, ravines, and riparian 
corridors.  The preserve abuts Lexington Reservoir County Park and St. 
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InrdogƤr Ghkk Nodm Ro`bd Oqdrdqud on the west and Almaden Quicksilver 
County Park on the east. 

Sgd SnvmƤr ghkkrhcd `qd`r `qd tmhptd `mc `cc sn both the identity and the 
quality of life for the TownƤr residents and visitors.  While much of the 
Town is considered built out, limited opportunities to develop in the hillside 
areas remain.  Sgd SnvmƤr Ghkkrhcd Rodbhehb Ok`m `mc Ghkkrhcd Cdudknoldms 
Standards and Guidelines ensure that open space areas in the hillsides are 
preserved to the greatest extent possible.  The viewsheds and existing 
character of hillsides and open space areas are carefully maintained under 
the Town General Plan and planning processes.   
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Figure 6.2-1: Open Space and Parks in the Town of Los Gatos 
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Regulatory Setting 

Local 

Town of Los Gatos 2020 General Plan.  The 2020 General Plan 
establishes several policies to preserve natural landscapes, open spaces, 
wildlife and plant habitats, and wildlife and riparian corridors.  Policies 
provide language preserving trees, natural vegetation, natural topography, 
riparian corridors, and wildlife habitats.  Current policies promote 
protection of viewsheds, and encourage high quality, well-designed, 
environmentally sensitive, and diverse landscaping in development.  Siting 
of new residences are prescribed to avoid plant and wildlife habitats and 
migration corridors.  The General Plan proposes to maintain the ecological 
integrity of the Santa Cruz Mountains by preserving habitat values of 
hillside areas.   

The General Plan also endorses the development of a system of parks 
and trails and cohesive transitional landscaping between open space and 
neighborhoods.  To ensure access to open space systems, the Town 
encourages the development of staging areas, trailheads, and ADA 
accessibility without unduly burdening neighborhoods.   

To protect current native vegetation, the General Plan calls for protection 
of native and heritage trees through a Tree Protection Ordinance, the 
protection of special-status plants, and prohibition of use of invasive 
plants in new landscaping.  It also calls for preservation of native and rare 
plants, and limited public access to sensitive wildlife habitat zones, of 
which there are none within the Town limits. 

Town of Los Gatos Hillside Development Standards and Guidelines .  
The Hillside Development Standards and Guidelines were adopted by the 
Town Council in January 2004.  They are meant to ensure that open space 
areas in hillsides are preserved to the greatest extent possible.  The 
viewsheds and existing character of hillsides and open space areas are 
carefully maintained via the 2020 General Plan policy adherence and 
planning processes.  Standards include site selection, site planning, 
development intensity, architectural and landscape design, site elements, 
and subdivision planning.   

Town of Los Gatos Sustainability Plan .  Hmbktcdc hm sgd SnvmƤr 
Sustainability Plan, adopted in 2012, is a goal to preserve open space land 
and perform tree planting on municipal property.  Though the 

Sustainability Plan notes that biomass does not substantially reduce 
emissions, it does promote carbon sequestration.  In addition, avoidance 
of land conversion minimizes release of carbon dioxide in plant material or 
nitrous oxide from soil oxidation.   

6.3 Parks and Recreation Facilities 

This section describes parks and recreational facilities in the Town of Los 
Gatos Planning Area and applicable regulations. 

Major Findings 

Á The Town has a total of 37 parks and recreational facilities.  

Á The Town contains approximately 254 acres of parkland, nearly 
seven miles of multi-use trails, and over 65 acres of lawn area, 
such as landscaped plazas and grassy community areas. 

Á The Town has 15 recreational facilities, 11 of which contain at 
least one baseball field.  It contains 24 baseball fields total.   

Á Eleven facilities contain multi-use field areas totaling 516,700 
square feet, used by children, organized teams, sports leagues, 
and the public. 

Existing Conditions 

Local parks and trails are essential to the quality of life for many Los 
Gatos residents, providing recreational opportunities, neighborhood 
gathering facilities, and natural beauty throughout the community.   

Parks and Trails 

The Town contains approximately 254 acres of parkland, nearly seven 
miles of multi -use trails and over 65 acres of lawn area.  Parks and trails 
provide amenities for activities such as biking, hiking, horseback riding, 
picnics and barbeques, play, basketball, baseball, and tennis. 
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Parks 

Of 37 total public and private parks and recreation facilities in the Town of 
Los Gatos, 18 are publicly-owned and operated parks.  These are shown in 
Table 6.3-1 and Table 6.3-2, and mapped in Figure 6.3-1: Trails, Figure 6.3-
2: Parks, and Figure 6.3-4: Recreational Facilities.  Figure 6.3-3 shows the 
service areas for each park, representing neighborhoods that are walking 
distance from public parkland.  There are notable areas where there are 
service gaps for access to parks, especially south of Blossom Hill Road to 
Shannon Road.  Out of the 18 designated parks, one is owned and 
operated by the Santa Clara County Parks and Recreation Department and 
the remaining 17 are operated by the Town of Los Gatos Parks and Public 
Works Department (PPW).  In addition, Los Gatos Creek County Park is 
located in Campbell and jointly operated by the Town and three other local 
jurisdictions. 

Under the California Quimby Act, municipalities can establish a goal of 
providing 3 to 5 acres per 1,000 residents for the provision of parks and 
recreational services.  As a condition of approval of a final tract or parcel 
map, municipalities can require dedication of land, the payment of in-lieu 
fees, or a combination of both to be used for the provision of parks and 
recreational services.  With 254 acres of parkland excluding trails and 
lawns, and a 2017 population of approximately 30,724 residents, the Town 
exceeds the Quimby Act goal by providing 8.4 acres per 1,000 residents. 

Table 6.3-1 Publicly Owned Parks in the Town of Los Gatos 

# Park Acreage Ownership 

1 Bachman Park 3.26 Town of Los Gatos 

2 Balzer Field 1.38 Town of Los Gatos 

3 Belgatos Park 8.54 Town of Los Gatos 

4 Blossom Hill Park 8.82 Town of Los Gatos 

5 Fairview Plaza 0.25 Town of Los Gatos 

6 Forbes Flour Mill 0.83 Town of Los Gatos 

7 Howes Playlot 0.54 Town of Los Gatos 

8 La Rinconada Park 8.64 Town of Los Gatos 

9 Live Oak Manor Park 4.27 Town of Los Gatos 

10 Los Gatos Creek County Park 31.66 Town of Los Gatos 

11 Los Gatos Creekside Sports Park 2.71 Town of Los Gatos 

12 Novitiate Park 6.90 Town of Los Gatos 

13 Oak Hill Playlot 0.73 Town of Los Gatos 

14 Oak Meadow Park 10.94 Town of Los Gatos 

15 Pageant Grounds 1.62 Town of Los Gatos 

16 Town Plaza 0.76 Town of Los Gatos 

17 Vasona Lake County Park 150.94 County of Santa Clara 

18 Worcester Park 11.94 Town of Los Gatos 

 

  



6.  Open Space, Parks, and Recreation 

Public Draft Background Report  |  March 2019 Page 6-9 

Bachman Park 

Bachman Park is a neighborhood park located east of downtown.  The 
park has a playground, picnic tables, basketball court, and a large grassy 
field. 

Balzer Field 

Balzer Field is a downtown baseball field with picnic tables and restrooms 
along the Los Gatos Creek Trail.  It is often used for Little League baseball. 

Belgatos Park 

Belgatos Park is a 17-acre park with two miles of trails.  It contains a 
playground, picnic tables, lawn area, and restroom facilities.  Trails within 
the park connect the Santa Rosa Open Space and Heintz Open Space and 
are open for hikers, bicyclists, and equestrians. 

Blossom Hill Park 

Located in central Los Gatos east of Blossom Hill Elementary School, 
Blossom Hill Park is a fully developed neighborhood park with six lighted 
tennis courts, a baseball field, playground area, picnic tables and barbeque 
pits, restroom facilities, and large lawn areas.   

Fairview Plaza 

Fairview Plaza is a small island in the center of a historic neighborhood.  It 
hr nmd ne sgd SnvmƤr nkcdrs o`qjr+ cddcdc hm 0804- 

Forbes Flour Mill 

Forbes Flour Mill was originally a four-story flour mill built in 1854 by 
James Forbes. The site operated as a mill until 1887 when it became a 
power plant, and later, a PG&E substation.  The mill was designated a 
California Historic Landmark in 1950.  It was the site of the History 
Museum of Los Gatos from 1965 until 2014.  Sgd ltrdtlƤr bnkkdbshnm 
moved to New Museum Los Gatos in 2015. 

Howes Playlot 

Howes Playlot is a small playground with a paved gazebo and grassy field 
located in a residential neighborhood at the center of Town. 

La Rinconada Park 

La Rinconada Park is a forested, creekside park with a half-mile trail 
meandering along Smith Creek.  Recreational features include an unlit 
tennis court, lawn areas, picnic tables and barbeque pits, and a 
playground. 

Live Oak Manor Park 

Live Oak Manor Park is neighborhood park located south of Lark Avenue 
off of Los Gatos Boulevard.  The park has a playground, basketball court, 
picnic tables, and large lawn. 

Los Gatos Creek County Park 

The Los Gatos Creek County Park is jointly operated by the Town of Los 
Gatos, the County of Santa Clara Parks Department, the City of Campbell, 
and the City of San Jose.  It is located along the Los Gatos Creek Trail in 
Campbell.  The park contains two fenced areas for large and small off-
leash dogs.  This the closest park to Los Gatos that allows dogs off leash.   

Los Gatos Creekside Sports Park 

The Creekside Sports Park has a large artificial turf field, which can be 
rented or publicly used when available.  It is located adjacent to Vasona 
Lake County Park on the northwest side of Town. 

Los Gatos Town Plaza 

The Town Plaza is located at the southwest quadrant of the Town and 
anchors the historic business district.  The Town Plaza has an interactive 
v`sdq entms`hm `mc `m dwghahs ne sgd SnvmƤr ghrsnqhb q`hkqn`c xd`qr `knmf ` 
walkway.  It also hosts weekly jazz performances during summer. 

Novitiate Park 

Novitiate Park is the northern access point to St. InrdogƤr Ghkk Nodm Space 
Preserve and surrounding trails.  Trails are available for hiking, bicycling, 
and equestrian use.  The park contains open grassland, oak woodland, 
and bird watching.  Sgd o`qj v`r nqhfhm`kkx o`qs ne sgd Mnuhsh`sd E`sgdqrƤ 
eight-acre vineyard. 
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Oak Hill Playlot 

Oak Hill Playlot is a small, partially shaded neighborhood playground with 
a small lawn and picnic tables.  It is located 500 feet west of Live Oak 
Manor Park across Los Gatos Boulevard. 

Oak Meadow Park 

Oak Meadow Park includes a large lawn area, picnic tables and barbeque 
pits, a playground, and bocce ball courts.  The park is home to the Billy 
Jones Wildcat Railroad and Bill Mason Carousel and can be reserved for 
large groups.  Oak Meadow Park is adjacent to Vasona Lake County Park 
and connected to Downtown Los Gatos via the Los Gatos Creek Trail. 

Pageant Grounds 

The Pageant Grounds are located behind the Town Civic Center and 
contain a stone grotto, lawn area, and picnic area.  In the past, the 
Grounds hosted an annual pageant from 1919 to 1930 using a built-in 
stage and orchestra pit. 

Vasona Lake County Park 

Vasona Lake County Park is in western Los Gatos along Vasona Lake and 
Los Gatos Creek and adjacent to Oak Meadow Park.  It is a 110-acre park 
with 45 acres of lawn for recreational activities and six percolating ponds.  
It contains picnic tables, reservable group areas, rental paddle and row 
boats, and offers fishing, bird watching, and summer concerts.  The Youth 
Science Institute and a native plant trail are located on the north end of the 
park.  While located within Town limits, the park is operated by the County 
of Santa Clara.   

Worchester Park 

Worchester Park is an 11-acre woodland park located near the center of 
Town, with three hiking and bicycling trails. 

Trails  

Seven trails run through the Town of Los Gatos, largely surrounding 
residential areas on open space land, shown in Table 6.3-2 and 
Figure 6.3-1.   

Table 6.3-2 Publicly Owned Trails in the Town of Los Gatos 

Trail  Ownership 

Kennedy Loop Trail Town of Los Gatos 

Los Gatos Creek Trail Town of Los Gatos 

Ridge Trail Town of Los Gatos 

Vista Trail Town of Los Gatos 

Valley View Trail Town of Los Gatos 

Santa Rosa Trail Town of Los Gatos 

Sky Trail Town of Los Gatos 

Kennedy Loop Trail 

Kennedy Loop Trail is a small, paved path through woods and meadows 
around the Kennedy Meadows neighborhood.  This is not to be confused 
with the nearby Kennedy Trail located one mile east, which runs south for 
5.6 miles in the Sierra Azul Open Space Preserve. 

Los Gatos Creek Trail 

Los Gatos Creek Trail is an 11-mile multi-use trail following Los Gatos 
Creek and running south to north along most of the west side of Town.  
The trail is open for hiking and bicycling.  A substantial portion runs 
through Vasona Lake County Park, passing Vasona Lake, Creekside 
Sports Park, Oak Meadow Park, and Balzer Field on its southern end. 

Ridge Trail 

Ridge Trail is a one-mile out and back loop trail located on the north end of 
Santa Rosa Open Space in eastern Los Gatos.  The Ridge Trail parallels 
Belgatos Park. 

Vista Trail  

Vista Trail is a 0.7-mile loop trail located on Heintz Open Space in eastern 
Los Gatos.  The Vista Trail connects to Valley View Trail. 

Valley View Trail  

Valley View Trail is a one-mile trail located in eastern Los Gatos.  It 
connects to Sky Trail and Santa Rosa Trail at the south and to Santa Rosa 
and Heintz Open Spaces. 
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Santa Rosa Trail 

Santa Rosa Trail is a 0.7-mile trail located in the Santa Rosa Open Space 
in eastern Los Gatos.  Santa Rosa Trail connects to several trails and to 
Heintz Open Space. 

Sky Trail 

Sky Trail is a 0.4-mile trail located on Heintz Open Space in eastern Los 
Gatos.  The Sky Trail connects to Valley View Trail and Vista Trail. 
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Figure 6.3-1: Trails 

 

  












